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Volunteers with American Conservation Experience this
past Friday begin planting harvested cottonwoods, red
willows and shrubs along a creekbed northeast of the
Prescott Lakes Parkway and Highway 89 intersection off
Sundog Ranch Road.

Prescott Creeks celebrates start of major restoration work at Watson Woods

By Doug Cook
The Daily Courier

Friday, March 27, 2009

Prescott Creeks Preservation Association is well on its way
to restoring the city-owned Watson Woods Riparian
Preserve and the Granite Creek watershed by reviving its
wetlands as well as a portion of the forest.

This past Friday officials with Prescott Creeks, a not-for-
profit conservation group that has a 25-year renewable
management lease on the preserve, paid tribute to the
ongoing restoration work in a dedication ceremony, which
celebrated almost 15 years of project planning and
featured some tree planting.

Volunteer crews with American Conservation Experience
have already started putting in an estimated 15,000
harvested cottonwoods, red willows and shrubs along a
creek bed northeast of the Prescott Lakes Parkway and
Highway 89 intersection off Sundog Ranch Road.

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, or
ADEQ; the City of Prescott; the Arizona Water Protection
Fund and Prescott Creeks are teaming up to complete the
project, which will purify the site's water while reducing
erosion and flooding.

Meanwhile, hundreds of Prescott-area volunteers have
continued to assist the aforementioned agencies in their efforts to improve the watershed's water quality, protect its
riparian habitat, and provide open space for native wildlife, Prescott residents and visitors.

Prescott Creeks reports that community volunteers and American Conservation Experience crews have donated an
estimated 2,200 hours since December.

To date, ADEQ, the Water Protection Fund, the city and the public have collectively contributed nearly $1.5 million in
grants and donations to pay for the project. Prescott Creeks is using the money to relocate four reaches of the creek
and create six temporary wetlands.

"When you think about riparian areas, it's really important to note that in the arid Western United States there's less
than 2 percent of the total landform that is associated with that," said Rodney Held, executive director of the Water
Protection Fund. "And yet they provide very essential ecological functions."

ADEQ Water Quality Division Director Joan Card said as more people move to Arizona it will become imperative to
protect and improve the health of riparian zones.

"Riparian areas in the Southwest, particularly in Arizona, are extremely rare, and they have been degraded over
the decades," Card said. "Once the trees and grasses become established here, they'll uptake nutrients in the
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stream. That will create a balance that will help prevent algae growth and filter the water that way."

One of the project's main objectives is to restore the stability of the Granite Creek channel while maintaining natural
stream function and bolstering riparian habitat.

Held said, among other things, healthy riparian systems help filter and trap sediments, provide for nutrient cycling
and stabilize stream banks.

"For five years after this project, we'll monitor its physical and biological aspects to make sure we're meeting the
goals that we've set," Prescott Creeks Executive Director Michael Byrd said.

Prescott-based Fann Environmental, a division of Fann Contracting, is clearing and re-channeling the creek so it can
develop a wooded wetland area. Natural Channel Design of Flagstaff is conducting the engineering and job-site
supervision.

Mark Wirtanen of Natural Channel Design, an environmental engineering firm that specializes in river and stream
restoration, said his company designed the Watson Woods project and completed the underground surveys. Natural
Channel Design will monitor the restoration through to its completion and well afterward to ensure it is functioning
properly.

"All total in the project, we created new meanders and about 2,700 feet of channel," Wirtanen said. "We do all of the
construction supervision because we can design something on paper, but when you're on the ground in an actual
system there are multitudes of changes that need to take place."

Tom Moody, a river runner and founder of Natural Channel Design who envisioned the Watson Woods restoration,
died in a tragic small-plane crash in January.

"We were blessed to have had the opportunity to work with and learn from Tom," Byrd said. "His vision led Watson
Woods and many other Southwestern rivers to be better places for us all."

Biologists say today's Watson Woods Preserve comprises only 126 acres of what they believe was a sprawling
1,000-acre forest stretching from Granite Dells and upstream toward downtown Prescott.

Environmental Protection Agency and ADEQ officials have listed Granite Creek and Watson Lake as "impaired"
waters. They say Granite Creek and Watson Lake have low dissolved oxygen as well as high levels of E. coli
bacteria, which harm wildlife.

"Unfortunately, this area has somewhat of a sordid past," Byrd said. "It was full of poorly managed livestock
grazing, illegal dumping and, more recently, sand and gravel extraction operations that have probably been the
most degrading factor to this ecosystem."

However, after the preserve is refurbished, it will offer myriad public recreational opportunities, such as hiking and
wildlife viewing of birds, lynx, bobcats, coyotes, elk and deer.

"When this project is finished, it's going to be a jewel in our portfolio," Mayor Jack Wilson said to a small crowd of
spectators along the banks of Granite Creek this past Friday. "It's going to tie into the Peavine Trail, which is the
heaviest used part of our trails system."

Related Links
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Matt Hinshaw/The Daily Courier Prescott Creeks
volunteer Karen Mason, above, trims a sapling Saturday
morning during a tree harvesting at the Watson Woods
Riparian Preserve in Prescott.

Prescott Creeks seeking more volunteers to further Watson Woods' restoration

By Doug Cook
The Daily Courier

Thursday, December 24, 2009

PRESCOTT - In 2010, the environmental restoration
project at Watson Woods Riparian Preserve, located due
north and south of Prescott Lakes Parkway near Highway
89, will continue with the planting of additional
cottonwoods, willows, wetland vegetation and a mix of
native grasses.

This year Prescott Creeks Preservation Association, a
nonprofit that is spearheading the work, harvested and
planted 13,000 cuttings at the preserve. About 95 percent
of the trees that came from those cuttings survived the
first growing season, which was 15 percent better than
projections indicated.

Nonetheless, an additional 1,200 to 1,500 cuttings are
needed to boost areas on the preserve where vegetation
was lost because of past gravel mining operations in the
1950s and '60s, and where the creek was recently
realigned to improve its function.

Past mining activities shifted the creek out of its historic
bed and into a straight walled channel so that the water
couldn't move.

When the flow is restored, natural flooding will occur once
again on the preserve during seasonal rains and snows.

Flooding slows down the water and allows all of the silt and
nutrients in it to seep into the ground. Those nutrients will
benefit the trees and plants instead of traveling to nearby
Watson Lake, which allows harmful algae to bloom.

"This was an extremely disturbed area, and what we're
trying to do is put it back to the way it used to be," said
Jay Crocker, Prescott Creeks' field projects coordinator,
who is a former longtime lake manager in southern
California. "We still have a little bit of work on last year's
realignment of the creeks. You realign them and watch
them work for a year to see where they're eroding or not
functioning right, and then go in and fix them."

Crocker added that the creation of temporary wetlands on
the preserve will allow for wetland plants, such as
cottontails, to thrive.

This past week, volunteers began gathering more
cottonwoods from Watson Woods and soaked them in
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At left, George Sheats cuts a tree limb to use as a
sapling.

Watson Lake, where they will sit for about a month to
induce root growth.

"We will go out and harvest poles that are about 12 feet
long and then go through and bundle them up," Kim Sieb,
a project volunteer and a senior at Prescott College, said
this past week. "Sometimes we get 34 bundles, but the
other day we got 66."

The harvesting and planting will continue through the end
of December and into January, Prescott Creeks outreach
and communications director Ann-Marie Benz said,
although European volunteers from the American
Conservation Experience are expected to provide more
help in February.

When the trees are ready, volunteers will plant them 8 to
9 feet deep in approximately 150 groups - which is how
they grow naturally - in six areas on the preserve. Crocker

said three species of cottonwoods and four species of willows will help filter stream water before it travels to the
lake.

Within the past year, volunteers with Yavapai Exceptional Industries, Decision Point and Yavapai County Adult
Probation, among others, planted native grass seeds, harvested vegetation for planting cottonwoods and willows,
placed used Christmas trees along the creek edges for bank stabilization and removed invasive weeds.

The 126-acre preserve represents the remaining portion of what was once a 1,000-acre riparian gallery forest near
Prescott. This current project will restore the stability of the Granite Creek channel while maintaining natural stream
function and improving riparian habitat and water quality for the creek and Watson Lake.

Officials with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ) have listed the creek and the lake as "impaired," and the restoration is designed to upgrade that status.

When completed, the project will have relocated four reaches of the creek - which extend about a half-mile and
hook into Watson Lake - and created six ephemeral wetlands. In total, volunteers will plant about 15,000
cottonwood and willow trees and shrubs to reforest the preserve.

Planting of emergent vegetation in wetlands and seeding native grasses in all disturbed areas will complete the
re-vegetation effort. Long-term monitoring of that work will help Prescott Creeks in evaluating the project's
performance.

"We are going to get to a point where we have trails out here and a lot of interpretive signage once this part of the
project is done," Crocker said.

The restoration will move forward in 2010, thanks to donations from the ADEQ, the Arizona Water Protection Fund,
the City of Prescott and the public.

If interested, community members will have several opportunities to volunteer, Benz said. To join the effort or to
receive more information about the project, call Prescott Creeks at 445-5669 or e-mail Benz at
AMBenz@prescottcreeks.org.

"It's nice to come out here and do what we can to preserve some open space," Colin Thompson, another Prescott
College student and project volunteer, said this past week. "After I graduate, I'm hoping to do some work like this
where I'm from back in Texas."

Related Links
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