126-acre woodland on Granite Creek.

With the helping hands of Watershed Program
Coordinator Ann-Marie Heins, Prescott Creeks Executive
Director Michael Byrd installs the first of several interpre-
tive signs along a trail at the Watson Woods Preserve in
Prescott. The creeks organization has just released a
draft plan for the restoration work it hopes to do in the

It"]l cost more than $1 million and
take more than five years to complete
the work, but Watson Woods may be
both healthier and more beautiful than
ever at the end of the process.

Ten years in the making, the preser-
vation plan for the Watson Woods
Preserve, a 126-acre riparian area
along Granite Creek north of Prescott,
is nearly ready for implementation.

Prescott Creeks Executive Pirector
Michael Byrd unveiled the draft plan
on Jan. 29. Prescott Creeks, which
entered into a 25-year lease with the
city of Prescotl in 1995, manages-the
preserve. Since taking on the care of
the area, which some believe was gnce
part of a 1.000-acre forest, ﬁ%ﬂ

Creeks staff and volunteers idve

plan se

BY MARK DUNCAN

engaged in a multitude of monitoring,
cleanup, revegetation and research
tasks.

" The draft plan for the area’s preser-
vatién and rehabilitation includes re-
channeling the creek, replanting the
area with natural species, and the cre-
ation of wetland areas as well as hik-
ing trails for visitors. A parking area,
at the base of the Rosser Road exten-
sion across Highway 89, will also be
improved.

The Watson Woods area has long
been a hub of activity, but none of the
previous work in the area was particu-
larly beneficial to the environment
there.

Byrd, who along with a small staff
completed the draft study primarily

es the light

through a grant from the Arizona
Water Protection Fund Commission,
said the area has often been used as a
wildeat trash dump. and that sand and
gravel mining, which began in the

. early 1900s, diverted the creek chan-

nel, causing pockets of erosion.

Since Prescott Creeks took over the
preserve, they have installed eight
monitoring wells that record ground-
water levels, leading to an assumplion
that the creek doesn’t run where it
wants.

“QOur suspicion is that when they
finished their sand and gravel opera-
tion, they just put the creek back wher-
ever it went,” he said.

That left several cottonwoods,

See Watson Woods, Page 2




Watson Woods, from Page 1
which thrive on having their rools directly in contact with
the groundwater, on high ground and in danger of demise.

The restoration plan calls for rechanneling the creek in
four stretches through the preserve. That work will require
a permit through the Army Corps of Engineers.

I, andrhﬂmﬂfthepmject,wﬂlalsumquheaninfusion
of money.

Two grants from the Arizona Depariment of
Environmental Quality, which Byrd said he expects 10 hear
about in April, may payforabomhalfof the estimated $1.05
uﬁllionoostnfﬂ:epmjeGLHealsnplanswappmachme
water protection commission, the city of Prescott and the
community for help with the finances.and the work itself.

“There are going to be tons of opportunities for commu-
nity involvement.” Byrd said. ;

The moming after the presentation, Byrd, along with

- Watershed Program Coordinator Ann-Marie Heins and
Outreach Coordinator Jason Clay, were installing interpre-
tive signs along a preserve trail. Byrd reflected on his
involvement with Granite Creek and the preserve, which
began when he was @ student at Prescott College in 1995.

“One thing has led to the next in terms of my work on this
project.” he said. “It’s been exciting to have the vision and
get to this. I's'a big milestone.”

Other milestones await, both shori-term and long-range.
Prescott Creeks, Byrd said, is essentially out of money after
completing the restoration plan, and the careful timeline for
the work. he admits, depends on the acquisition of funding.

Beyond that hurdle lies the year 2020 and the expiration
of the lease with Prescott.

“In five years, if we 20 according to the plan.” Byrd said,
“his area will be barely coming into its own. But by 2020.
we hope that visitors, if they don’t read the signs, won'l
know that people ever affected =

And that they won't have a chance 10 negatively impact
it again.

“[n 2020 when our lease ends, what happens?” he won-
dered. “Will somebody build a big shopping mall? We
don’t know.” :

Anyone interested in he Iping with the creek restoration
can contact Prescoti Creeks at 928-445-5669, or at their
website, prescoticreeks.org.

Design a stencil - save a creek

Prescott Creeks is holding a contest o design storm drain

stencils for the Prescott area. The contestis open to students.
in kindergarten through'high school.

Urban areas are signiﬁcammuicgn;aminaﬁun, and
storm drains are often the conveyersiof that pollution. Many
people mistakenly believe storm drain inlets flow to water
treatment facilities, but there is no treatment for storm
water. so all chemicals and debris arrive at creeks unimped-
ed.

Everything other than water is a potential contaminant
that can degrade our water quality. '

By designing a storm drain stencil, students can help
Prescoit Creeks clarify the connection berween the storm
of Prescott and community volunteers from the area to sten-
cil the storm drains in the downtown area.

One design will be chosen from all entries received, and
all eniries may be used for future promotion. The design
should be representative of our region, and clearly empha-
size the connection between storm drains and the creeks.
The winning designer will receive a T-shirt with the final
design printed on i, credit on Prescott Creeks’” Web site,
and the pride of seemg their design making a difference.

All entries should include the designer’s name, school,
grade level, address, and telephone number.

Send désigns by March 1 o Prescatt Creeks, cloAnn-
Marie Heins, Box 3004, Prescott, AZ 86302. Winner will

be notified by June 1. A% l a5
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From page 1C

at Watson Woods and after
a lot of searching, we were
successful in finding it.
It was such a thrill to see
a species of which I had
only seen in pictures in
bird books. And to think I
was seeing it right here in
Prescott.

After I left to go back to
the store the remaining
birders discovered yet

another uncommon
eastern warbler, a black
and white warbler. This
year I have added two new
bird species to my life list,
the worm-eating warbler,
and a Kentucky warbler,
and both of them were in
Watson Woods.
Ecologically, Watson
Woods and the riparian
areas associated with
Granite Creek and

the other creeks in
the Prescott area, is
extremely important.
As a community,
we are fortunate to
have a non-profit
organization, Prescott
Creeks Preservation
Association, working to
protect the creek systems
laced throughout our
community. If you would
like information on
Prescott Creeks, [ invite
you to come by the store.
We recently started
carrying the book
“Emerald Veins, A \
Vegetation Field Guide
to the Creeks in Prescott,
Arizona,” aswellasa
map illustrating the
creeks which make up
the Upper Granite Creek
Watershed. Emerald Veins

is a wonderful resource
for individuals wanting
to learn more about the
native plants found in our
riparian areas.

1f you read this column
early enough, 1 want to
invite you to our four-year
anniversary event from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. today. We
are providing a free lunch
at our store as a small
token of appreciation to
the community for their
support these past four
years. Happy Birding.

Eric M. Moore is the
owner of Jay's Bird Barn,
a backyard wild bird store
located in the Safeway/
Kmart shopping center on
Willow Creek Road. He has

_ been an avid birder for aver

40 years.




oration project
native tree
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COOK
I'T- After a decade of planning, volunteer
* begun the ecological restoration of Wat-
s Riparian Preserve south of the Prescott
way and Highway 89 intersection.
ek, 16 volunteers with American Conser-
erience, a non-profit conservation corps
bers participate in projects across the
, helped cut and harvest six species of cot-
nd willow trees in Watson Woods and the
eck Watershed.
ct year the non-profit Prescott Creeks
n Association, the project’s sponsor, and
ers will plant the cuttings throughout
e in an effort to refurbish the forest to its
mdition.
ting trees, such as the arroyo willow,
reeks wants to reduce harmful bacteria
ershed while increasing the presence of
ind bolstering the ecological conditions of
tson and Willow lakes, Storm water runoff
taminants from industrial areas, roads
into the creeks and lakes.
a used to be a 1,000-acre forest before the
ilt and before the gravel mine (nearby),”
arie Benz, Prescott Creeks’ watershed
oardinator, as she walked through the
ursda{. “Trees will slow and capture the
then filter it."
ject’s main goal is to relocate four reaches
k and enhance six wetland areas by plant-
0,000 trees.
erican Conservation Experience (ACE)
mbers — who are young adults that hail
nited States and countries abroad, includ-
ny, Holland, South Korea and France — will
t days here.
ers bundled the cuttings into groups of 10
ild later haul the branches to Watson Lake
2. After the cuttings are submerged for
nth, crews will plant them.
llows and cottonwoods grow really eas-
st need moisture, for the most part,” said
supervisor Diana DiMuro, 27, a full-time
f the corps, based in Flagstaff. "Most of
u can dig a hole, stick a cutting in the
d they'll grow pretty well."
er volunteers involved with the work,
ontingent harvested donor trees from
hed, instead of nursery-grown vegetation,
ose trees have properties that allow them
en subjected to moist soil,
ion to the cost-effectiveness of plant-
tree cuttings, those removed at or near
» have superior genetic site adaptations
their long-term co-evolution with the site.
olunteer Koen Stronkhorst, a 19-year-old
nd, said he joined the corps in September
doning his studies two years ago in the

ysaid A.C.E. provides housing for Stronk-
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American Consearvation Ex
volunteer Koen Stronkhors
on Thursday prunes a lrea
from a willow that is native
Woods, located south of P
Lakes Parkway near High

Stronkhorst and several o

gathering the cuttings, whi
plant in the woods' riparia

early next year in an etfort
the Granite Creek Watersh

Photos taken by Doug
Tha Dally Courit
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Association will play host (o a
groundbreaking of its Watson
mmﬂpn_?Méﬁt 10 a.m, Friday,
Parking for the event is next
to the preserve and the Peavine
Trailhead at 1505 Sundog
Ranch Road, but the celebra-
tion will oceur along the banks
of Granite Creek.

More than a decade in
the making, the association
designed the project to improve
water quality, protect riparian
habﬂatmﬁmﬂdg
for native wildlife, residents and

visitors at the preserve, located

off Higf,’}"“ 89 and Prescolt
Lakes Parkway.

The Arizona Department
of Environmental Quality,
the Arizona Water Protection
Fund, the City of Prescott and
the public have collectively
contributed nearly $1.5 million
in grants and donations toward
thnrli:smzmtion. _ A

The 126-acre preserve is the
remaining partion of what was

ﬁ% celebrate start of

Prescoft Creeks Preservation

en space native gras Listurbec
areas will conclude the re-veg-

dﬁ Woods restoration Friday

once a 1,000-acre riparian gal-
lery forest near Prescott.

This project primarily will
restore the stability of the

Granite Creek channel while
~maintaining natural stream

function. Volunteers with
Prescott Crecks will relocate
four reaches of the creek and
create six ephe 1 wetlands.
They also will plant 15,000 cot-
tonwood and willow trees and
shrubs that community volun-
teers harvested in December
and January.
Planting of e

tion in wetlands -aﬂd-.sﬂi&dﬁ’n"--

native grasses in all disturbe:
Prﬁn%[&eeka,ﬂk anﬁln;pruﬁt
organization, took on the -
ect with the undmmnﬁﬁg
o Agenty nd ADEQ lsted
Lo £ a
both Granite Creek and Watson
Lake as "impaired.” .
For more information about
this project or o volunteer, call
Renee Hoover at 445-5669 or e-
mail her at thoover@prescott-
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Prescott Creeks celebrates start of major restoration work at Watson Woods

By Doug Cook
The Daily Courier

Friday, March 27, 2009

Prescott Creeks Preservation Association is well on its way
to restoring the city-owned Watson Woods Riparian
Preserve and the Granite Creek watershed by reviving its
wetlands as well as a portion of the forest.

This past Friday officials with Prescott Creeks, a not-for-
profit conservation group that has a 25-year renewable
management lease on the preserve, paid tribute to the
ongoing restoration work in a dedication ceremony, which
celebrated almost 15 years of project planning and
featured some tree planting.

Volunteer crews with American Conservation Experience
have already started putting in an estimated 15,000
harvested cottonwoods, red willows and shrubs along a
creek bed northeast of the Prescott Lakes Parkway and
Highway 89 intersection off Sundog Ranch Road.

Doug Cook/The Daily Courier

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, or

Volunteers with American Conservation Experience this
P ADEQ); the City of Prescott; the Arizona Water Protection

past Friday begin planting harvested cottonwoods, red

willows and shrubs along a creekbed northeast of the Fund and Prescott Creeks are teaming up to complete the
Prescott Lakes Parkway and Highway 89 intersection off project, which will purify the site's water while reducing
Sundog Ranch Road. erosion and flooding.

Meanwhile, hundreds of Prescott-area volunteers have
continued to assist the aforementioned agencies in their efforts to improve the watershed's water quality, protect its
riparian habitat, and provide open space for native wildlife, Prescott residents and visitors.

Prescott Creeks reports that community volunteers and American Conservation Experience crews have donated an
estimated 2,200 hours since December.

To date, ADEQ, the Water Protection Fund, the city and the public have collectively contributed nearly $1.5 million in
grants and donations to pay for the project. Prescott Creeks is using the money to relocate four reaches of the creek
and create six temporary wetlands.

"When you think about riparian areas, it's really important to note that in the arid Western United States there's less
than 2 percent of the total landform that is associated with that," said Rodney Held, executive director of the Water
Protection Fund. "And yet they provide very essential ecological functions."

ADEQ Water Quality Division Director Joan Card said as more people move to Arizona it will become imperative to
protect and improve the health of riparian zones.

"Riparian areas in the Southwest, particularly in Arizona, are extremely rare, and they have been degraded over
the decades," Card said. "Once the trees and grasses become established here, they'll uptake nutrients in the

1 of2 3/27/2009 9:57 AM
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stream. That will create a balance that will help prevent algae growth and filter the water that way."

One of the project's main objectives is to restore the stability of the Granite Creek channel while maintaining natural
stream function and bolstering riparian habitat.

Held said, among other things, healthy riparian systems help filter and trap sediments, provide for nutrient cycling
and stabilize stream banks.

"For five years after this project, we'll monitor its physical and biological aspects to make sure we're meeting the
goals that we've set," Prescott Creeks Executive Director Michael Byrd said.

Prescott-based Fann Environmental, a division of Fann Contracting, is clearing and re-channeling the creek so it can
develop a wooded wetland area. Natural Channel Design of Flagstaff is conducting the engineering and job-site
supervision.

Mark Wirtanen of Natural Channel Design, an environmental engineering firm that specializes in river and stream
restoration, said his company designed the Watson Woods project and completed the underground surveys. Natural
Channel Design will monitor the restoration through to its completion and well afterward to ensure it is functioning

properly.

"All total in the project, we created new meanders and about 2,700 feet of channel," Wirtanen said. "We do all of the
construction supervision because we can design something on paper, but when you're on the ground in an actual
system there are multitudes of changes that need to take place."

Tom Moody, a river runner and founder of Natural Channel Design who envisioned the Watson Woods restoration,
died in a tragic small-plane crash in January.

"We were blessed to have had the opportunity to work with and learn from Tom," Byrd said. "His vision led Watson
Woods and many other Southwestern rivers to be better places for us all."

Biologists say today's Watson Woods Preserve comprises only 126 acres of what they believe was a sprawling
1,000-acre forest stretching from Granite Dells and upstream toward downtown Prescott.

Environmental Protection Agency and ADEQ officials have listed Granite Creek and Watson Lake as "impaired"
waters. They say Granite Creek and Watson Lake have low dissolved oxygen as well as high levels of E. coli
bacteria, which harm wildlife.

"Unfortunately, this area has somewhat of a sordid past," Byrd said. "It was full of poorly managed livestock
grazing, illegal dumping and, more recently, sand and gravel extraction operations that have probably been the
most degrading factor to this ecosystem."

However, after the preserve is refurbished, it will offer myriad public recreational opportunities, such as hiking and
wildlife viewing of birds, lynx, bobcats, coyotes, elk and deer.

"When this project is finished, it's going to be a jewel in our portfolio," Mayor Jack Wilson said to a small crowd of

spectators along the banks of Granite Creek this past Friday. "It's going to tie into the Peavine Trail, which is the
heaviest used part of our trails system."

Related Links

Content © 2009 Daily Courier/dCourier.com
Software © 1998-2009 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved
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SHOWING PROMISE

New channel,
vegetation
faring well at
Watson Woods
Preserve

By DOUG COOK
i [Ray oo
[ i A" el e A

Prescort Crecks Preserva-
ton Assoctation has made
significant progress since it
bE;n work four months ago
to restore the city-owned Wat-
snin Woods Riparian Preserve
and Granite Creek watershed,

Om  Prescott Creeks
Ii:elgur ml.l I‘lir:;'rnr r:'lhiiu:hnrl
Byrmd conduci a il
urruugh the Watson “‘n-un'ﬁ
Restoration project to show
commiszioners and stalfers
with the Arizona Water Pro-
tection  Found Commission
how his group is reviving the
watershed's wellands and @

partion of the forest off High-
way B9 and Prescott l.\&:lu
Parkway.

Byrd said he thought i was
unpnr:'ldanl for the cnuﬁﬂ'nis-slun
o receive an on-site update
since il s supported Prescoil
Creeks” effort with more than
%1 million in contributhons
over the past 14

Prescott Creeks is using the
money 1o relocaie four reaches
of the creek, create six tempo-
rary wetlands and 2,700 [eet of
channel with culverts. Since it
completed the channel earlier
this year, it has had vwo major
flows, including one in My
and another two weeks ago.

The Arizona Department
of Environmental Cuality
ADEC)); the Chty of Prescott,
e mrotection ol ancd

erosion and flooding,

In late March, volunjeer
crews with American Con-
servatinn Experience started
I'Jultingin an estimated 15,000
wmrvested cottonwoods, red
willows nd shrobs along &
preserve creek bod northeast
of the Prescott Lakes Parkcway
and Highway 89 Inlersection

ol Su Ranch Mosd.
Those plantings remain
healthy and are all

Emwin
along the stream which
was dry this week but should

nick un anceE the  MOEBSGEn

creck s banks, while cobon-
woods and red willows stand
above it

"Our approach has been
o irrigate 50 percent of the
entire profect.” Byrd said. “The
Intent & oot o waler These
irees forever, but (o belp them
get established in the ground-
witer.”

Byrd added rthar some nos-
ious weeds have cropped up
on the preserve, bul Prescort
Creeks has plans w plant a
native grass seed mix 1o com-
Fud 1 mreskslaerm

ishany e v The Dy Lt
Prescoll Créeks Preservalion Assecialion Execulive Direcior Michas! Byrd, nght, shows commig-
gioners and stall from the Arzona Water Protection Fund, among oithers, an updated asnal map
of the Waison YWoods Restoration projact Tuesday in Prascotl.

get ahend of that and continue
1o stay with it™ he safd.

In addition, Prescou
Creeks has partnensd with the
Prescott Audubon Society for
habitat surveys and monftor
ing of veptiles and amphib-
inns on the presere.

Byrd opened Tuesday's bowr
at the preserve’s kiosk, which
staruds at its entrance near the
I'Emne Trail b, TTE ills
pimy visilogs with a ma
and mﬂmnd Inhnmuug
ashasret Thie mrriesed g€ sl g 8
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“For the time being,
this s our prima
enirance,” Byrd sa
"And as we get the es-
ioration work completed
and move into construc-
tion of walking traiks on
the preserve, we'll move
the primary entrance to
the west side of the creek

on Highway 89.7

Byrd n&d thai the
nirw will
vide betier, more
access for visitors. How-
ever, Prescott Creeks
will keep the current
mtrlm:e hn:al.rm il s

th the Peaving
I:IIJ I‘.h'.':ld which Byrd
said an estimated

36,000 o 50,000 visitors
each year.
Byrd lnter showed the
field trip’s 15 riici-

Lt
1 of the resto-
ﬁ:nmnglﬂ':!phwl was tnken

I April.

e sty o
t p a
milin sites wie've Glked
about over the years that

highlightswharthe Water
Profectlion Fund  has
actually accomplished,”
safd Steve Olson, oxecu-
tive director of the Ari-
zona Municipal Water
Usess Association. “We
want 0 use the sps'’s
resources o preserve
some of these riparian
areas.

Biologists say today’s
Watson Woods Preserve
comprises only 126 acres

at they belleve was
onoe a sprawling 1,000-
e forest nrﬂ:hl:g
from Granite Dells a
upstream toward down-
town Prescotl

Environmential Pro-
tection  Agency and
ADEQalTicialshavelisted
Grnite Creek amd Wal-
son Lake a3 “impaired”
walers. sy Granite
Créek and Watson Lake
have low dissolved u:i
gen as well as high leve
of E. coli bacteria, which
harm wildlife

The receni plantings

itoh coambat
lhr oxygen Bsue. Once

the preserve Is refur-
biskhed, it will offer sev-
ernl public recreational
opportunities, such
as hiking and wildlife
viewing of birds, lynx

bobcats, coyotes, elk
nnd deer.

I's 8 combination
of restoring water qual-
Ity and waber quantity,
so part of the estomtion

process is to re-establish
the namiral Now sys-
tem,” said Marie Light. a
hydrologist and chair of
the Arizona Water Pro-
tection Fund

"When you have the
natural flow system,
then vou Ili_j.w: ihe w:lttﬂ
wouree that  su
wialer 10 the :P.lin
Light said. “Once we
have all the vegetation,
then nil the plants and
pnimals can be re-esiab-
Hished.

Proscoti-based Fann

EnvirmnmeEntal = zerin-

Mas Harstuow T Diasly Couner
Michag! Byrd, oxecutive director of the Prescoll Creeks Preservalion Associaglion, shows off the prog-
ress Tunsdny ahamoon hal the organization has made over [he past four montha on the Walson Woods
Resioralion propct in Prescoll

channeled the creek so

it can develop n wooded

wetlnnd area.
Wieanwhile, Namural

Channel of
H.'u.l'!’n lnm o
engineeringfirmspecial-

izing in river and streanm
restomtlon, & siill con-
du-l:l.lng the

and pervision
fi rm designed

the ‘Waison
project and completed
the underground surs
veys. It will continue to
mionlior the restoration
theniiab to it cormnlee
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Prescott Creeks seeking more volunteers to further Watson Woods' restoration

By Doug Cook
The Daily Courier

Thursday, December 24, 2009

PRESCOTT - In 2010, the environmental restoration
project at Watson Woods Riparian Preserve, located due
north and south of Prescott Lakes Parkway near Highway
89, will continue with the planting of additional
cottonwoods, willows, wetland vegetation and a mix of
native grasses.

This year Prescott Creeks Preservation Association, a
nonprofit that is spearheading the work, harvested and
planted 13,000 cuttings at the preserve. About 95 percent
of the trees that came from those cuttings survived the
first growing season, which was 15 percent better than
projections indicated.

Nonetheless, an additional 1,200 to 1,500 cuttings are
needed to boost areas on the preserve where vegetation
was lost because of past gravel mining operations in the
1950s and '60s, and where the creek was recently
realigned to improve its function.

Past mining activities shifted the creek out of its historic
bed and into a straight walled channel so that the water
couldn't move.

When the flow is restored, natural flooding will occur once
again on the preserve during seasonal rains and snows.

Flooding slows down the water and allows all of the silt and
nutrients in it to seep into the ground. Those nutrients will
benefit the trees and plants instead of traveling to nearby
Watson Lake, which allows harmful algae to bloom.

Matt Hinshaw/The Daily Courier Prescott Creeks "This was an extremely disturbed area, and what we're
vqun'teer Ka'ren Mason, above! trims a sapling Saturday trying to do is put it back to the way it used to be," said
morning during a tree harvesting at the Watson Woods  j3ay Crocker, Prescott Creeks' field projects coordinator,
Riparian Preserve in Prescott. who is a former longtime lake manager in southern
California. "We still have a little bit of work on last year's
realignment of the creeks. You realign them and watch
them work for a year to see where they're eroding or not
functioning right, and then go in and fix them."

Crocker added that the creation of temporary wetlands on
the preserve will allow for wetland plants, such as
cottontails, to thrive.

This past week, volunteers began gathering more
cottonwoods from Watson Woods and soaked them in

12/28/2009 8:34 AM
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Watson Lake, where they will sit for about a month to
induce root growth.

"We will go out and harvest poles that are about 12 feet
"% long and then go through and bundle them up," Kim Sieb,
i a project volunteer and a senior at Prescott College, said
this past week. "Sometimes we get 34 bundles, but the

other day we got 66."

The harvesting and planting will continue through the end
of December and into January, Prescott Creeks outreach
and communications director Ann-Marie Benz said,

| although European volunteers from the American
Conservation Experience are expected to provide more
help in February.

When the trees are ready, volunteers will plant them 8 to
9 feet deep in approximately 150 groups - which is how
they grow naturally - in six areas on the preserve. Crocker
said three species of cottonwoods and four species of willows will help filter stream water before it travels to the
lake.

At left, George Sheats cuts a tree limb to use as a
sapling.

Within the past year, volunteers with Yavapai Exceptional Industries, Decision Point and Yavapai County Adult
Probation, among others, planted native grass seeds, harvested vegetation for planting cottonwoods and willows,
placed used Christmas trees along the creek edges for bank stabilization and removed invasive weeds.

The 126-acre preserve represents the remaining portion of what was once a 1,000-acre riparian gallery forest near
Prescott. This current project will restore the stability of the Granite Creek channel while maintaining natural stream
function and improving riparian habitat and water quality for the creek and Watson Lake.

Officials with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ) have listed the creek and the lake as "impaired," and the restoration is designed to upgrade that status.

When completed, the project will have relocated four reaches of the creek - which extend about a half-mile and
hook into Watson Lake - and created six ephemeral wetlands. In total, volunteers will plant about 15,000
cottonwood and willow trees and shrubs to reforest the preserve.

Planting of emergent vegetation in wetlands and seeding native grasses in all disturbed areas will complete the
re-vegetation effort. Long-term monitoring of that work will help Prescott Creeks in evaluating the project's
performance.

"We are going to get to a point where we have trails out here and a lot of interpretive signage once this part of the
project is done," Crocker said.

The restoration will move forward in 2010, thanks to donations from the ADEQ, the Arizona Water Protection Fund,
the City of Prescott and the public.

If interested, community members will have several opportunities to volunteer, Benz said. To join the effort or to
receive more information about the project, call Prescott Creeks at 445-5669 or e-mail Benz at
AMBenz@prescottcreeks.org.

"It's nice to come out here and do what we can to preserve some open space," Colin Thompson, another Prescott

College student and project volunteer, said this past week. "After I graduate, I'm hoping to do some work like this
where I'm from back in Texas."
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