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Honorable Jane Dee Hull
Governor of Arizona, and

Honorable Members
Arizona State Legislature

I am pleased to submit to you the Fiscal Year 2000 Annual Report of the Arizona Water Protection
Fund Commission. This report provides an overview of program accomplishments from July 1, 1999
through June 30, 2000.

This was the fifth year of our statewide public grants program for rivers and streams restoration,
maintenance and enhancement. The Commission continued to hold its business meetings around the
state to encourage local and regional feedback. Also during this year, the Commission responded
to public requests by conducting its first conference to facilitate the transfer of information between
people interested in Arizona riparian restoration.

In fulfilling its main statutory directive, the Commission continued its function of awarding grants
through a public application process for river and riparian related projects. The FY 2000 cycle
resulted in the award of 32 grants for about $7 million. Since the beginning of this program, over
100 grants have been awarded in every county of the State.

The Commission is proud to oversee this important function for the State of Arizona. Please contact
me at (602) 248-8482 if I can answer any questions.
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Background

In 1994, the Arizona Legislature established the Arizona Water Protection Fund. The purpose of
the Fund is to provide monies to the public through a grant process for the implementation of
projects to maintain, enhance and restore rivers and streams and associated riparian resources.
This includes fish and wildlife that are dependent on these important habitats.

By statute, the Fund is to

provide $5 million
annually in grants for
projects benefiting rivers
and riparian habitat. Any
individual or entity, state
or federal agency, or
political subdivision of
Arizona may submit an
application for an Arizona
Water Protection Fund
grant. All projects must be
located in Arizona, be
consistent with state water
law, and respond to the
overall goals of the
legislation.

The Arizona Water

Protection Fund
Commission, which oversees the Fund, is comprised of 15 citizen voting members and four non-
voting members. The 15 voting members represent a diversity of interests and are appointed by
various government entities to serve staggered 3-year terms (Table 1).

The Arizona Department of Water Resources provides staff and administrative support to the
Commission. The Commission also provided funding to the Arizona State Land Department for
a staff position that assisted the Natural Resource Conservation Districts with grant applications
and acted as a special liaison to the Commission.

Statement of Problem

Rivers, streams and wetlands are important resources to the people of Arizona. Humans have
been using and changing these resources for centuries. And through these centuries, we have
learned that proper land and watershed management can make a profound difference in the health
of our rivers and wetlands.

There is also an increasing awareness that healthy waterways and their associated riparian areas
have economic value. Economic benefits take many forms including ecotourism, recreation,
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streambank stabilization, fish and wildlife habitat, water quality improvement, groundwater
recharge, water storage in streambanks which maintains stream base flows, and food sources for
pollinators and insectivores. In addition, real estate that is located on the edge of a riparian area

often benefits economically from the area’s aesthetic and natural values.

Table 1. Arizona Water Protection Fund Commissioners

Commission Affiliation/Expertise Term | Appointing
Member Name Expires | Authority
Adams, Lynda Member of Public — Hydrologist 2001 Governor
Brick, Paul Natural Resource Conservation Districts 2001 Governor
Beyer, William** Member of Public — Engineer 2003 Sena’te
President
Environmental Organization w/ riparian expertise—
Brandt, Frank Northern Arizona Audubon 1998 Governor
Eddy, Daniel Indian Tribe — Colorado River Indian Tribes 1999 IC“;::E"""
. Municipality w/CAP Subcontract and County w/ House
Geib, John <500,000 population 2002 Speaker
Hartdegen, Jim** Inc}ustnal Water User & CAP Subcontractor — Cyprus 1999 Governor
Climax Metals
Agricultural Improvement District w/ Natural
Keane, John Resource Expertise — SRP 1999 Governor
Kirchner, David Public — Hydrologist 2001 Sena.te
President
. Municipality w/ CAP Subcontract & County w/ Senate
Koppinger, Doug >500,000 & <1.2 million population — City of Tucson 2002 President
Laurenzi, Andy Environmental Organization w/ Riparian Expertise - 2000 Governor
The Nature Conservancy
Municipality w/ CAP Subcontract & County w/>1.2
Manning, Roger S.* | million population — Arizona Municipal Water Users 2000 Governor
Association
Multi-County Water Conservation District — Central District’s
Newman, John Arizona Water Conservation District 2000 Board
Orme, Paul Agriculture — Orme Ranch 2000 House
Speaker
. . Senate
Smallhouse, John Member of Public — Range Conservation 2001 .
President

* Commission Chair

**Commission Vice-Chair: Mr. Beyer replaced Mr. Hartdegen as Vice-Chair during the year

Consider the cost avoidance benefits of flood damage that a healthy riparian area can produce.
Barren streambanks will erode quickly during a flood event and can result in the loss of acres of
land and topsoil. More than 10,000 acres of land were lost to erosion due to high flood flows in
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